
Partridge Community Association

25 years of  civic responsibility

“PEOPLE WITH PRIDE MAKE IT HAPPEN”



The first community meeting was held 

February 1990 at Partridge Grade School.

The Purpose of  the meeting was to:

Brainstorm possibilities for the future of  our 
community and surrounding area.

 Set goals to determine a path of  action to reach 
the future we sought 

Organize committees to work towards those goals

Start up funding provided by the Lilly Endowment



By August 1990, these guidelines had been 

established and an application was made for 

incorporation as a 501 3c nonprofit organization.

 Everyone in Partridge and the surrounding area was asked to join.        

$1 membership fees were requested, but not mandatory.

 There would be monthly meetings that originally included a           

potluck dinner, a meeting, and a program.

 Organizational bylaws were established.

 A board of  directors was elected. The first board consisted of:

Orval Hoskinson, President   Hiromi Iwashige 1st Vice President

Arnold Nisly, 2nd Vice President   Grace Huna, secretary, 

Ruth Terrill, treasurer.



The first goal was to create a community park.
A committee was formed to determine a plan and the costs, so fundraising could 

begin. Over 17 trees were planted in several plantings, many as memorials.



Playground equipment and picnic tables were 

donated and refurbished .



The tennis courts behind the gym were demolished

A water line and horseshoe pit were added.



In October 1991, a crew of  25 helped 

construct the picnic shelter. 
Total park costs included $916 for materials, $1790 donated labor, and $2,111 in donated materials. 



The family of  Josie Giles wished to have a memorial to 

her in the park. Jay Yoder designed a children’s play 

structure that was built and dedicated in 1992. It is 

still in use today.



Membership grew to 95 by the fall of  1991 and work 

began on the goal to improve housing in Partridge. 

A committee received grants from the Lilly Endowment and Hutchinson 

Community Foundation to use as seed money. The association  provided 

loans and volunteer assistance to those in the 

community with houses needing repairs or 

improvements.  As these loans were repaid, 

more loans could be made. The 

association also assisted the city

in obtaining and administering a 

$181,000 grant for housing in 

1992.



Many volunteers gave countless hours to repair 

roofs, winterize homes, do repairs for the elderly 

and, in one case, tear down a home and provide a 

safer one for a single mother.



In 2014 the Association lent its support to the Mutual 

Self  Help Housing Program of  Interfaith Ministries that 

began construction of  a new home this fall for a low 

income family. Three lots are still available and it is hoped 

this helps more families move to Partridge in the future.



The third goal of  the original meeting was city clean 

up and beautification. To achieve this goal, recycling 

drives were supported by Nisly Bros. Trash and we 

adopted a stretch of  Highway 61. 



Communitywide garage sales were organized by the 

association with clean up days often scheduled the week before.



Pear and crabapple trees were ordered by the association and 

sold at a low cost to help beautify the town and 

surrounding areas. The association delivered, helped plant, 

and subsidized costs. Planters were bought 

for the library and post office and 

Wayne Henderson made ones for the school.



The last of  the original goals was to set up a summer 

recreation program. Gladys Miller was hired in 1992 and 

started an ambitious program of  Tball and softball teams, 

weekly activities for preschoolers one morning and K -6 

graders another that included fieldtrips, crafts, 

creative dramatics, and safety programs.



Activities took place at different 

locations and were of  varying types



Intergenerational activities were held once a week 

in the evenings at the beginning and have lately 

changed to monthly as participation lagged. 



The association also arranged speakers and 

reenactors through the Kansas Humanities 

Council once or twice yearly. 



In 1995, the association worked to revive an annual town 

day. The name Partridge Family Fest was chosen and at first was 

held in the spring. It was later moved to the third Saturday in 

October to coordinate with the Partridge High all school reunion.



In the early years, the parade was followed by a 

lunch that was a chili cookoff with prizes for best 

chili, pie, and decorations. There were some group 

activities and a few vendors.



As this annual celebration grew, Jay Yoder suggested the 

theme of  bicycles and it became the Partridge Pedal Party 

in 2007. Activities have expanded to a full day of  fun!



Activities appeal to all ages. 

The name was 

changed back 

to Family Fest 

in 2014.



The association has held many different types of  fundraisers to 

support a variety of  community projects. Soup suppers , pizza 

and cookie sales, and Mexican dinners helped provide money for 

member initiated projects.
Special nights of  music and food were held at the 

Yoders to raise money for maintaining the park.



Many community plays were organized and directed by Chris 

Terrill. These intergenerational performances brought in large 

donations for programs. 

Charlie & the Chocolate

Factory 1996

Dandelion Wine

1995 & 2007

Fractured Fairy Tales 1994



Arsenic & Old Lace 

2004

How to Eat Like a 

Child 1998 & 2014

Little Red School House 1998

Mystery Dinner Theatre

Leaving Midlin, KS

Readers Theater

2010



Special needs in the community were aided by fundraisers 

for the Arlington ambulance service and financial support 

for a new roof  for the King Street Center.



As needs arise, the Partridge Community Association 

has been a place for community members to bring ideas 

and have help in making them happen.

The association helped the city of  

Partridge landscape around their new 

maintenance building and built an RCAT 

shelter. It also provided funds for the 

street signs. A community message board         

was built for  the front of  the library.



Created three community 

directories and a business directory 

for area businesses.

Aided Center Township in planting 

and maintaining trees in the 

Partridge Cemetery and putting up 

American flags on Memorial Day.

Hosted Heartland Shares food 

distribution program for many 

years



The association has actively worked to keep a school in 

our town. They helped promote the bond issue that 

brought a new Partridge Grade School in 2000. The 

association also helped finance the flag pole, curtains, 

message board, and park benches. As state funds dwindle 

there is once again concern for the future of  our school. 



In its 25 years, the Partridge Community Association 

has provided many activities to bring diverse people in 

our community together to get to know each other and 

have fun!

Summer 

celebrations in 

August

Celebrating Ground Hog 

day at our Annual 

Meeting in February. 

Learning local history



The slide show was created by Chris Terrill 2015.


